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Impacts of Crusades
[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction
Crusades are the campaigns and military conflicts that happened in the Holy Land against Muslim Force. Between the 11th and the 15th century, Christian knights conducted a series of military conflicts to defend Christians and to expound on Christian domains. The Crusades started with the influence of Pope Urban II, who was responsible for sponsoring and organization of the Crusades. This essay will discuss the impact of the Crusades on Western Civilization in Europe and on Islam in the Middle East. The paper will also discuss the changes in relations between Christians and Muslims, as well as the cultural, political, and economic results of the Crusades. 
Impacts of the Crusades on Western Civilization in Europe
During the Crusades, Europe was experiencing one of the darkest times in its history, while Muslims were enjoying extensive commonwealth civilization. In Europe, the Crusades were the turning point as Europe took benefits from the East, which was an opening platform for development and prosperity (Gada, 2017). The connection between the Occident and the Orient led to the development of civilization in Europe.  
Impacts of the Crusades on Islam in the Middle East
In the Middle East, the Crusades had both positive and negative impact on Islam in the region. One of the positive effects of the Crusades on Islam in the Middle East is the reawakening of the Islamic spirit among the Muslims during the first Crusades (Gada, 2017). The Muslims defeated the Crusaders, defeating the role held by the great Zangi and Salah al-Din Ayyubi, the Kurdish commander. The defeat led to an establishment of a strong political and religious awareness among the Muslim rulers and the Muslim people leading to the reawakening of the Islam spirit. 
The Crusades impacted the Islamic religious views. The religious and military elites championed an increase in Jihad spirit. In Muslim land, the Crusaders led to the development of a literature genre known as Jihad, war manuals. The new literature acted as an avenue in encouraging Muslims to visit different sacred places such as Makkah, Madina, and Jerusalem, with a promise of many awards. The awards were the guidebooks with information about invading races. With the guidebooks, the Muslims gathered information about the invading race, Franks, thus stimulating the increase of interest of Muslims towards the Crusaders. 
Cultural, Political and Economic Results of the Crusades
The need for a sense of identity between the Christians and the Muslims created a divide between the two. Each religious group wanted to create and identify with their own religious identity and purpose. A sense of mutual hostility between the Christians and the Muslims arose in the battleground leading to religious differences. In Europe and the Middle East, the Crusades impacted various aspects of culture, politics, and the economy. 
Cultural Impact
The Crusades led to the reorganization of societal wealth. In Europe, the elite families sold their wealth, intending to travel to the Holy Land. The elite families either sold or mortgaged their land estates within a short time, which led to a decline in the relative price of land in Europe (Blaydes & Paik, 2016).
During the Crusades, there was a perpetual direct contact between the Eastern culture of the Lavent and the Muslim. The Crusaders lived and acquired the new culture of the land that they were controlling. The culture of the East consisted of an eastern lifestyle, which was of high hygiene facilities, unique cuisine, quality, and upper social class clothing. The Muslims were amazed by the eastern culture, as they incorporated it into their culture. The Crusades led to the development and establishment of Western Europe society. 
Political Impact
In the 11th century, Western European powers took control of Jerusalem aided by the influence of the Crusades during the first Crusades (Khan Academy, 2017). Western European powers and Latin Christians controlled Jerusalem by maintaining control of the Crusades up to 1187. Later during the sixth Crusades and Baron’s Crusades, Western Europe powers took control of Jerusalem again, however, the Muslims later took control of Jerusalem.
Economic Impact	
In Europe, the Crusades led to an increase and expansion of trade. The centers for trade and commerce became important as there was a need to finance the Crusades (Khan Academy, 2017). Constant traveling of people from the West and the East fostered trade at the cities where the crusaded took place. Trades city-states aided in the movement of arms and people from the West to the East, and as the people went back, they brought along trading goods.
The Crusades led to the opening of the eastern Mediterranean ports to northern and western Europe traders leading to the free movement of goods from Eastern Europe to the Western parts without the need to move the goods along Byzantine territory (Blaydes & Paik, 2016). The northern and western Europe Crusaders traveled to the Holy Land using Italian ships, hence opening the Mediterranean ports to Northern and Western European parts. The Crusades fostered a period of continuous growth in trade and economic exchange in Europe, which was the leading factor of the establishment of city-states.
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